




























APPLICATION FOR GRANT FUNDS 

Access & Habitat Program 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

4034 Fairview Industrial Dr SE 
Salem, OR 97302 

I/We, Gary Hunt, Curtis Robinson and Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Heppner 
Office, hereby make application for financial assistance under the terms and conditions of 
the Access and Habitat program in the amount of $27,620. The total cost of the project is 
$74,620. 

I/We understand that if this project is approved for funding by the Oregon Fish and Wildlife 
Commission, before we receive project funds we will be required to: 

• Sign a Grant Agreement containing the terms and conditions upon which funds will be
released including submission of necessary permits;

• Obtain landowner and maintenance agreements if needed;
• Sign a certification to comply with state, federal and local regulations if needed;
• Submit a completion report to the Board on project performance.

I/We understand that if this application results in an access grant, ODFW will publicize my/our 
property via printed documents and internet for the purpose of helping hunters locate private 
lands that may be open to hunting. I/We will cooperate with ODFW to post signs indicating 
public hunting access at the project location. 

I certify that either: 

□ I am the sole landowner of the Property where the Access and Habitat Project will occur.
□ I am an authorized representative of the landowner of the property where the Access and
Habitat project will occur.
□ I am leasing the property from the landowner, and the lease allows me to enter into
this agreement.
X I have the legal authority to enter into a grant agreement for this Access and habitat project
because: ODFW Heppner District office is submitting this project application on behalf of the Heppner
RHA landowners.

(Fill in details - for example: "The project is on three parcels; one is owned by me, one is owned by my wife, and one is owned by 

our family farm business'1, 

Grantee Signature:---�"'-'--�"---,
----�---=-=----­

Position: Wildlife Biologist- Heppner Office 
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ACCESS & HABITAT PROGRAM 

Application for Grant Funds 

1. Project Title: Social Ridge Access Area

2. Applicant: Gary Hunt, Curtis Robinson Phone: 541-314-5799 

Grantees: Gary Hunt, Curtis Robinson (As will appear on contract/payments} 

If private nonprofit, attach IRS letter of 501{c) (3) status 

Gary Hunt: 955 E Main St., Hermiston, OR 97838 

Curtis Robinson: 3682 SW 37th Ct, Pendleton, OR 97801 

3. Location: ODFW Region East Region

4. 

Watershed District / Wildlife Management Unit: John Day Watershed, Columbia Basin Wildlife

Management Unit. NB-02 Deer Hunt Area

County: Morrow County Township/Range/Section:

Gary Hunt: T2S R25E Sec. 22,23,26,27 

Type of Project: 

□ Habitat Improvement X Access 

Curtis Robinson: T3S R25E Sec. 01

□Damage

5. Number of acres of habitat to be improved: N/A

6. Total number of acres of access to be provided: 1,678 acres

X Welcome to Hunt □By Permission □Other ______ _

7. Proposed Start Date: 02/01/2026

8. Proposed End Date: 01 /31/2031

9. Estimated Cost of Project: $27,620

10. Access and Habitat Fund Request: $74,620

11. Briefly explain what the project proposes to

do:

12. 

This project proposes to continue to pay Gary Hunt and Curtis Robinson $2.10/acre for year­

round "Welcome to Hunt" hunting access on 1,678 acres of private land in the Columbia Basin

Wildlife Management Unit (WMU) for a period of 5 years (2026-2030) to hunt big game, upland

game birds, small game and predators.

Habitat and Landscape: Describe the habitat and landscape of the project area.

This portion of the Social Ridge Access Area is a working wheat farm that currently

encompasses 1,678 acres near the town of Heppner, OR. The area provides critical winter range
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ODFW will provide administrative oversight of the Social Ridge Access Area, including 

posting signage and conducting regular patrols to ensure compliance with area-specific 

and statewide hunting and fishing regulations. The Oregon State Police {OSP) will 

support enforcement efforts by addressing hunting violations and other regulatory 

infractions. 

The landowner will contribute by maintaining additional signage and ensuring that 

their agricultural operations can continue alongside public use of the property. 

Project Budget {Provide as much detail as possible) 

Totals automatically round to the nearest dollar. Please do not include cents. 

Cost Share In-
Expense Category A&H Funds Kind/ Cash Total Project 

(Match)1 Cost 
ADMINISTRATION: Personnel and benefits@_% 

ODFW, OSP, Private landowners (Heppner RHA cost $47,000 $47,000 

estimates) 

SUBTOTAL $47,000 $47,000 

CONTRACT SERVICES (itemize)3 

Commercial liability insurance reimbursement $10,000 

(Will only reimburse actual cost up to $1,000) 

Access Payment 

Gary Hunt: 1,210 acres@ $2.10/acre for 5 years $12,705 

$10,000 

$17,620 

Curtis Robinson: 468 acres @ $2.10/acre for 5 years $4,915 

PROJECT TOTALS $27,620 $47,000 $74,620 
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        ACCESS & HABITAT PROGRAM 
     Regional Advisory Council Project  

Proposal Review 
 
ODFW Region / A&H Regional Council: East Region / Northeast Council 
 
Project Proposal Title: Social Ridge Access Area- Haguewood, Hunt & Rea 
 
Applicants(s): Social Ridge Landowners & ODFW Heppner District Office 
 
Date of Council Review: March 11, 2026    
 
Type of Project:   Access       X      Habitat             Other      ____ 
 
Motion: Chris Panike made a motion to approve the project as proposed. Tom Baker seconded 
the motion. 
 
Council Member Position Vote 

Tim Campbell Chairman Yes 

Chris Brown  Landowner Representative Absent 

Doug Hopper Landowner Representative Absent 

Chris Panike Landowner Representative Yes 

Tom Baker Hunter Representative Yes 

Calvin Davis Hunter Representative Yes 

Russ Elms Hunter Representative Yes 

Disposition of Vote: Motion passed 5:0 
 
Project Strengths:   

• These properties have historically been enrolled in some form of an ODFW access 
program (A&H, UCAP, Open Fields) and these proposals continue that “Welcome to 
Hunt” opportunity in the Columbia Basin Wildlife Management Unit. 

• Project provides year-round access to 6,219 acres of private lands in a unit that is 
comprised of only 5% public lands. 

• Access period encompasses all big game and upland game bird hunting seasons.  
• Extremely popular, highly publicized, and very well utilized hunting area. 
• These renewals retain important access areas, while also allowing for active recruitment 

of additional private lands, ultimately utilizing a successful business model that has been 
employed for many years.      

 
Project Concerns: 

• None 
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